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+ To the much Honour'd, 4 
Thomas Papillon, Eiq; 


T HE followin Sermon was 
Preach'd, and is now Pub- 
liſh d at : your Defre. Your near 
Relations. to ihe Extraordinary 

Perſon Deceas'd, and that which 
I bzue the f> wa to bear to 
You, doth manifeſtly determine my 
Choice to whom to Addreſs it... 


You will not, Sir, expect in 
this Epiſtle, that I ſhould give 
tbe World an Account of 1 our 
Eminent Qualities, after the man- 
A. 2 ner 


m_ I onghr-10+ bes ts 
- Flattery," and. 20 which T ou 
bave of any thing: that looks like 
being Flatter d," beſides. tbe Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs of this nice" Apt , 

(which will 'not.bear the Pradfer 
even of thoſe wbo\wery well de- 
ferve 'em,) make thus \Point fo 
tender to be touched; that T: dare 
70t adventure'to how Four Cha- 
raffer. However, if YonrGbil- 
dren and Grand:Children, fol- 
lowing the Worthy Examples of 
their arents,” in great'part are, 


and #be Reſt like 10 bs, Excellent * 
E xemler unoOhbere jake at 


The Epiſile Dedicatozy. 


a hving Panegyrich xpou Tow, 
. \* mwhich\Tou cannot eſcape. 


« | +» Opon ihe hke:Reaſon, b "way 
| ſaid ſowery little-of the Deceafed. 
Your \-poſtive | Prohibition \:not 

; xfferino me, t0.1do: ber that 

j A which the Andience , Mo 

| ed. . 'Þ ſbould -otberwiſe: have 

| , mentioned ber ſoy Fety 
and. Deution ; the greas Mode- 
ration of Her pr ers and 
Temper; . Her Goncern at Heart 
for the\ "Diviſion among'Prote- - 
\ flants 3 "Her firi@ Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day,: in Publick, and 

* Family Worſhip ;\.. Her: extraor- 
dinary Care: to take a 

penn of the State of ber Soul, 
and 


adof her Br, IP Pers. 
feFion ; : Her yl t0: al Good 


Men, - of whatſoever. Denomi- 
uawon; Her\ Prudent -Admini- 
firations at Home; and her daf+ 
fſofrue Charity. Abroad ; (a Chas 
not confin'd.10.4 Party, mees 
fred only by be Merit and Ne- 
ceſſty of the Objeis.) And to 
ion) — pace es. 
fd Edemation of ber Cltbires'x 


and the greu Regard (be bed 
to the regular Behaviour of ber 
Servants'; on. whon ſhe. ended» 
a mngtr rd 
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' Tn -fbort, I would bave- us- 
clard; that ſhe hai _ _ 
the Duties of et 

as a Wife, Mother, Mitre, 
Friend, Neighbour,” &c. in that 
manner, as perbaps there bave 


been few ſuch Examples” of 


Piety and Prudence, in our Age. 
In not doing 'this,' 1 obſerved 
Your Orders ; which I ought to 
mention, as a juft Excuſe for 
that Defei? in my Sermon. 


Dear Sir, May all the Bleſ- 
ſongs of an Holy-and Honourable 
Old Age, which E bave named, 
be long Tours | May it pleaſe 


God, to fatisfie You with long 
Life, 


ate —_ —_—_— _— = 
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Life, and afterward ſhew You 

his Salvation ! Thx * the 

Hearty Prayer, of Cs 
SI R, 

London, Nov. | 

the 3d. 1698. 


Your Aﬀectionate; 2 ; 
Obliged Nephew, 


and Humble Servant, 


Zohn Shower. : 
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, 
FuneralSermon, 
Long Life and 01d Age. 


JOB V. 26. 


T boy ſhalt come to thy Grave in 
a full Age, like as a ſhock of 


Corn cometh in his Seaſon. 


Y H O-. Eliphaz - was miſtaken 
in the Application of his 
Diſcourſe unto Fob, whom he ſup- 
poſed to have been very wicked, 
B becauſe 
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becauſe of his great Afflictions, 
yet what he delivers in this Chap- 
ter of the Puniſhment of Evil- 
doers, and of the Divine Favour 
to Good Men, 1s:'a moſt certain 
and undoubted Iruth. He aſ- 
ſures us it was that which he had 
well confidered; and found it to 
be confirmed by Experience ; and 
therefore fit to be believ'd and re- 
member'd, v. 27. Lo this, we bave 
ſearched it, 'o it is, hear it ; and know 
thou it for thy good, Now what is 
it, that he thus aſcertains the 
Truth of ? But the Promiſe of 
God's Kindneſs and Favour ta 
Good Men. In the foregoing 
Verſes he mentions ſeveral that 
have been fulfilled to the Perſon, 

and Family of our deceaſed Fried: 

As, To deliver and fave them in 


Six and Seven T roubles, ». 19. 
To 
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To ſupply and defend them in a 
time of Danger : To prote& them, 
though incompaſſed with Enemies, 
* | * ». 20,21. That wherever they 
0, they ſhall have a watchful Pro- 
vidence over them for Good : 
That in what part of the World 
ſoever they pitch their Tent, they 
ſhall find it in ſafety ; their Tabere 
nacle ſhall be in Peace, (they ſhall 

F . return to it, and vifit it, 1t ma 
be after ſome Years abſence,) and 
ſhall not ſin, v. 24. And then it 
follows, their Poſterity ſhall be 
| great and numerous ; their Off- 
ſpring ſhall flouriſh as the Graſs, and 
be conſiderable for their Number 
and Condition, v. 25. And then 
> as the cloſe of all, in the Text, 
that they ſhall be ſaved from a 
| violent and untimely Death ; they 
ſhall be carried to their Graves 1n 
B 2 Peace, 
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Peace, as Corn into the Barn, 
when tis fully ripe, and fit to be 
gathered. Thou ſhalt come to thy 
Grave -in a full Age, as a ſhock of © 
.Corn cometh in his ſeaſon, 

The End of a Good Man's Life 
1s here deſcribed, two ways. 

Firſt, Properly, Thou ſhalt come 
to thy Grave in a full Age. Second- 
ly, Metaphorically, like as a ſhock 
of Corn cometh in his ſeaſon, It is 4 \, 
plainly 1mplyed and ſuppoſed , 
That the beſt Servants of God, 
however favour'd in this World, 
and who live the longeſt ; yet at 
length they muft come to the 
Grave : However God may pro- 
tet and proſper them for many 
Years on Earth, they are not to 
be Immortal here. But as that 1s 
imply'd, ſo there is alſo afſerted 
and promiſed , that the manner 
and 


| 
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and Seaſon of their Death ſhall be 
kind and gracious ; they ſhall dye 
in Peace ; they ſhall have a Grave 
and Burial : and this after a long 
Life, ina full Age, when fitted 
for the other World, as a ſhock 
of Corn fully ripe is fit for the 
Barn. Accordingly we may ob- 
ſerve theſe Four Particulars from 


this Paſſage. 


I. That the beſt 'Servants of 
God, who have lived in 
his Favour for many Years, 
muſt come to the Grave at 
Jaft. 

IT, That it 1s a Mercy to a 
Good Man to dye in Peace, 

» ſo as to have a Grave and 
Burial. 


B 3 II. That 
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TIL. That to live to old Age, 
to come to the Grave in a 
full Age, 'is a promiſed Bleſs 
ſing. vince the ordinary Age 
of Man is ſet to Threeſcore and 
Ten, the Excellent Perſon de- 
ceaſed, (who dyed at Three- 
ſcore and Twelve) may well 
be accounted to come to her 
Grave in a full Age ; eſpe- 
cially if we apply the Simi- 
litude of the Text , like a 
ſhock of Corn ripe for the 
Harveſt ; and underſtand it 
of one fitted by the Grace of 
God for the bleſſed World : 
Which will afford a Fourth 
Particular; viz, 

IV. That Old Age with the 
| Grace of God, and ſerious 
Religion to ripen and fit the 
Soul for the Heavenly State, 
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isa fingular Honour and Fa- 
your, of God, This laſt I 
principally defign to diſcourſe 
of ; and, more briefly of the 
former. 


I. That the beſt Servants of 
God, however favour'd and prof- 

ous for many Years in this 
World, muſt at laſt come to the 
Grave. This is one of thoſe 
Things we need not prove ; but 
it would be of great Advantage to 
conſider it. | Dye we muſt, as Men, 
whoſe Souls dwell in ſuch. Earth- 
ly Tabernacles, it is unayoidable : 

nd as Sinners, we are under a 
Sentence of Death, by a Divine 
Conſtitution avd Appointment. 
Which is a Kindneſs unto Good 
Men ; who cannot elſe have their 
promiſed Reſt and Crown, by the 
B 4 full 
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'full Accompliſhment of their De- 
fires and Hopes. They can't be 
perfe&tly freed from Evil, nor 
partakers of compleat Felicity , 
without Dying. The Capacity of 
_ our Nature, the Improvements we 
may attain.to, and' the admirable 
Means which God hath appointed 
to fit us for a nobler 'Life, may 
eafily:convince us that he hath pre- | 
pared another State, and Life, -and 
World ; which it 1s now our Bufi- 
neſs to provide for. 

It were well if the. beſt Chri- 
ftians would' confider it more, to 

make them diligent to -improve 
_ this Life, wiſely to imploy their 
Talents, and carefully to: do all 
the Good they can, before the 
Night comes. And it were well 
if others would conſider it, who 
are related to them''; who have 
"101 | Op- 
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Opportunity to converſe ' with 
them ; and are capable of receiv- 
ing Good by them ; if they would 
confider, that ſuch Uſeful Excel- 
lent Perſons are not to ftay always 
with us. If you that are Younger 
ſhould have many. Years longer to 
ſtay; your moſt valuable Friends, 
who are advancd in Age, muſt 
ſhortly be gone. 

And let All ſeriouſly. count up- 
on it, that 'vis but a little while 
and every one of us ſhall be call'd 
away. The oldeſt Man or Wo- 
man , the longeſt Liver that we 
read of, did not reach that which, 
in compariſon with God's Eter- 
nity, 1s called one Day, did not live 
a Thouſand Years. Methuſelah is 
the longeſt Liver upon Record ; 
and yet 'tis a much longer Time 
fince he dyed, than that was 

| which 
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which he liv'd. Before the Flood 
they livd nine or ten times as 
long as now we do, yet all dyed. 
Enos gog5 Years, Seth g12, Adam 
920, Jared 962, Methuſelah 969, 
yet all dyed : They who tarried 
longeſt on the Stage, were at length 
called off. Moſes ſpeaks of the ordi- 
nary Duration of the Life of Man 
to be Seventy Years, and reckons 
it a great-matter if any attain to 
Foarſcore ; as now and then there 
are Inſtances of ſome that do, yet 
3s the Strength of their Years but 
Labour and Sorrow. But becauſe 
Moſes himſelf was Fourſcore' Years 
- old when God made him a Cap- 
tain, and Aaron-Eighty Three be- 
fore he was made High Prieſt , 
we may not conclude the Age of 
Eighty, at that time, to be a very 
decrepit old Age : Therefore the 

| Account 
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ther be underſtood, either to refer 
toafter Ages, or to the particular 
Caſe of the Children of 1/rael in the 
Wilderneſs: where multitudes were 
deſtroyed for their Murmuring and 
Unbeliet ; fo that in Forty Years 
time, all the Males of "Twenty 
Years old and upwards, that were 
able to go forth to War, were cut 
off, except Caleb and Joſhua, The 
number of ſuch as dyed under the 
Age of Eighty muſt be reckoned 
very great, at leaſt Three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men. 

But the longeſt Life of Man, 
abſolutely and in it ſelf confider'd, 
is very ſhort, Once in a Hun- 
dred Years the Scene of the World 
is ſhifted, and all the Actors go 


* See Dr. Hammond on Plalm XC. 


off 
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off the Stage, and others come in 
their room. ' And how ſoon and 
ſuddenly are Individuals 'called 
away ? There is hardly any thing 
that is weak and withered, that 1s 
vanifhing and of no continuance, 
that 1s movable and may be taken 
down at pleaſure ; but the Life of 
Man is compard to it : To a Va- 
pour :-. To the Flower of the 
Field : . To a Tabernacle : Toa 
Shepherd's Tent : To'a Shadow, 
G&c. And 1n compariſon with ſe- 
veral other Creatures , 1t 1s alſo 
ſhort ; for we read of divers Ani- 
mals that liv'd ſometimes thrice as 
long as Man ordinarily-hath done : 
How little at longeſt is the mea- 
ſure of our Days, that may be 
reckon'd up by one Figure and a 
Cypher ? What 1s this to Ever- 
Jaſting Life ? The Life to come 
| Eons will 
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will continue more Millions of 
Ages, than there are Moments 
now 1n the longeſt Life of Man; 
yea, if it were Ten Thouſand 
times longer than Methuſelah's. The 
preſent Life 1s. to the tuture but 
as one Moment, in the Apoftle's 
Reckoning, 2 Cor. 4. 17. And 
'tis ſhorter yet, if compar'd with 
God's Eternal Duration , which 
/  \ hath neither Beginning nor End. 
Mine Age is as nothing before thee, 
Pal. 39. 5. and Pal. go. 4. There 
1s no Proportion between the great- 
eſt number of Years andan endleſs 

Life. 
How certainly, how ſoon will 
the little number of the Days of 
? the Years of our Pilgrimage be 
| ended'? Though we ſhould be ta- 
| vour'd by Divine Providence more 
than others; and flouriſh in out- 
ward 


ward Proſperity to: a great Old 
Age ; yet What Man # be that liveth 
and ſhall not ſee Death, let bim live 
never ſo long, and never fo well ? 
Shall he deliver bis Soul from the band 
of the Grave ? Pſal. 89. 49. Jacob 
was an 130 Years old when he 
ſaid to Pharoab, Few and Evil have 
the Days of the Years of my Life 
been ; and yet that time was ſhort 
in compariſon of the longer Lives 
of his Fathers : But unconceiva- 
bly ſhorter in compariſon of the 
Everlaſting Life, which this is the 
paſſage to. I have read of certain 
little Beaſts, on the Banks of the 
River Hypanis in Poland, that ne- 
ver live above a Day; they which 
dye at Eight a Clock in the Morn- 
ing, dye in their Youth ; they 
which dye at Five in the Evening 
of the ſame Day, in their — 
Bo 
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i b - Old Age. Who would put fo 
i ſmall a Continuance into the Con- 


fideration of Good or Evil ? And 
yet the longeſt of our abode in this 
World, in compariſon with Eter- 
nity, is much leſs than the Life of 
one of thoſe Creatures compar'd 
with Methuſelah. 


II. It is a-Mercy to dye in Peace, ſo 
as to have a Grave and Burial, To 
dye in Peace, 1s ſometimes oppo- 
ſed to an untimely, violent Death, 
1 Kings 2. 6. It was promulſed to 
Zedekab, that he ſhould not dye 
by the Sword ; but dye in Peace, 
Jer. 34.4. To do ſo, and to be 
decently Interr'd,: 1s an additional ' 
Mercy, which the; beft Men have 
defar'd and been. concern'd for. 
We read that Abraham purchaſed. a 
Burying-place for his Dead, God 
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incourag'd Jacob, by the' Promile 
that ' his Son ſhould take care''of ®*F 
his Funeral. And God exprefled 
his Kindneſs to Moſes, in that par« 
ticular, that he buried him. And 
Joſeph of Arimathea, is commended {| 
for his Care in the Burial of our 
Saviour. And 'tis threatned and {| 
inflited as a Judgment, towant a 
Sepulchre. As in the Caſe of 
Baaſha, and Jexabel, Jebojachim, and + | » 
others, Jer. 22.19. Pal. 143.11. | 
It is threatned to this purpoſe, Jer. | 
TL 4- 16, That the People ſhould be caſt + 
out in_the Streets, und none to buy 
(3 and that tþe Bones of the Kings, 
Aﬀtiefts, and Prophets, ſhould be 


-40-the Sun and Moon, Tis part of *- | © 
a very ſad Complaint, Pal. 79.2. 
The dead Bodies of thy Servants bave 

they given to be meat unto the Fowls of 

| the 
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Pa the Heaven, the Fleſh of thy Saints un- 
3” tothe Beaſts of the Earth. Their Blood 
T have they ſhed like Water" round about 

Terufalem ; and there was none to bury 

them, The Romaniſts haye been 

ofren very Barbarous and. Inhu- 
| mane to our Proteſtant Brethren ; 
| In. this particular, by prohibiting _ ? 

'_ their Burial, and ill treating theiy 
dead Bodies, and digging up 'theif\.. | 

+ | > HYones, @c. 

i And yet we ſhould not make 
too-much of this : For if I dye 
. in the Peace of God, and Carift 
' receive my departing Soul ; whe- 
ther myBody putrife above zround, 
or under, that concerns the Liv- 
| 1ng and Survivors more than me. 

'- | -» Chriſt will recolle&t my ſcattered 

| Duſt; and raiſe it a Glorious Bo- 
dy, like his own : T hough ſown 
in Corruption and Diſhonour ; it 

C ſha! 
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ſhall be raiſed Incorruptible and © 
Glorious : But it's reckon'd a Pri- © 
viledge to be Buried. David ac- 
knowledged this to the Men of 
Bethſhemeth, in Burying the Body 
of Saul, 2 Sam. 2. 5. Bleſſed are 
Je of the Lord , Sho AY ſhewn this 
Kindneſs to Saul ; and have buried 
him ;: The Lord fhew Kindneſs and 
Truth to you ; It ordinarily befpeaks 
Kindneſs ; and may imply the 
Hope of the Reſurre&tion of thoſe 
Bodies, that are committed to the 
Ground. 

But this Expreſſion, * Thou ſhalt 
come to thy Grave, may denote fur- 
ther, that not only ſhall they be 
Buried, and have a Grave ; but 
Dye at Home ; have a Peaceable 
End ; Dye among their Relations, 
fo as to be Buried in their own 


Sepulchre, and have their Bones 
laid 
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laid in the ſame Grave, or Vault, 
where their neareſt Kindred have 
been Interr'd, with thoſe of their 
own Family, who Dy'd before 
them, 


IH. That to come to' ones Grave in 
a full Age, ts 4 Very great Favour. 
God harh put an Honout upott 
Old Age, and ptrotniſed it as a 
Bleſfing to them that fear him : 
He hath requir'd us to honour the 

Face of the Old Man ; and made 
_ It a part of Religion, by conneRt- 
ing it with the Fear of God, Lev; 
19. 32: This 1s one Duty re- 
quird in the fifth Commaridment ; 
which 1s the firſt with Promiſe, 
Eph. 5. 2. And when God would 
threaten to puniſh a Family ; He 
declares there ſhould be #0 Id Man 


mit, 1 Sam. 2, 3!. 
& 2 It 
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It was foretold to Abraham, as a 
Bleffing, that he ſhould dye an 
Old Man ; that he ſhould go to bis 


Fathers in Peace , and dye in a good * 


Old Age, Gen. 15. 15. He: that 
feareth God, and walketh in his 
way, he ſhall fee his Childrens 
Children ; and unto ſuch God 
hath ſaid ; With long Life will 1: [a- 
tisfie him, and ſhew him my Salvation, 
Pfal. 91. ut. and 128. ult, There , 
ſhall not be an Old Man, who bath not 
filled bis days, Iſa. 65. 20. is a Pro- 
miſe that concerns the later Ages 
of the World : i. e. The Aged 
thall compleac their time, and fall 
ripe into the Grave. They ſhall 
not be taken away as Corn on the 
Houſe-top, that withers before it 
be grown up : But as Corn that 1s 
fully ripe, and fit to be gathered 
into the Barn. S. Jobn, the moſt 
be- 
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beloved Diſciple, liv'd longeſt of 
any of the Apoſtles : He was ba- 
niſh'd -in the time of the Empe- 
rour Domitian, which was Eighty 
Years after Chrift ; and ſo he 
could not be leſs than a Hundred 
Years old. 

Length of Days, long Life, and 
Peace, are promiſed in many places 
to ſuch as pleaſe God, and obey 
him. Zach. 8. 4. Thus faith the 
Lord' of Hoſts ; There ſhall. yet Old 
Men and Old Women dwell in the ſtreets 
of Jeruſalem, ou ſhall walk in all the 
ways Which the Lord your God hath 
commanded you, that ye may live, and 
that it may be well with you, and that 
ye may prolong your Days in the Land 
' Thich ye ſhall poſſeſs. Deut. 5. 33. 

25. Ch. 15. What Man # be that deft» 
reth Life, and loveth many Days that 
he may ſee good * Keep thy Tongue 
3 from 


— 
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from evil, &c. Pal. 24: 12, 13. By 
me thy Days ſhall be multiplyed , and 
the Nears of thy Life ſhall he increaſed, 
If Life it ſelf be a Bleſſing, if tg 
be taken away by Death, ſaqner 
than according to the ordinary 
Courſe of Nature were not an 
Evil ; God would not haye pro- 
miſed to reward with length of 
Days. It were not the tubject 
matter of a Promiſe, if it were 
not Good, You have the con- 
trary Threatnings in many places, 
Job 18.16, 18, 19, 20. So Chap, 
Al. 17. That the Years of the Wicked 
fhall be ſhortened ; That his Candle 
fhall be put out ; That be ſhall net live 
out half bis Days, Proy, 10. 27. 
Plal. 55. 23. 1 will be q ſwift wits 
neſs againſt the Farnicatar , Adulterer 
and falſe Swearer. The crigmph of the 

Wicked ſal be ſhort, and the jay of 


the 
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the Hypecrite but for a moment, The 
| ears of the Wicked ſhall be ſhortened ; 
| his Root ſhall be dryed up beneath, and 
*|\7 above bus Branches ſhall be cut off : by 
remembrance ſhall periſh from the Earth, 
end be ſhall bave no name in the Street, 
He ſhall be driven from Light into 
Darrneſs, and chaſed out of the World. 
He ſhall neither bave Son nor Daughter 
among bis People, nor any remaming in 
his Dwelling : Such are the Dwellings 
of the Wicked, and this ts the Portion 
of them that know not God, Hiys 
Branch ſhall not be green ; be ſhall 
ſhake off his unripe Frut as the Vine, 
and cat off his Fiower as the Olive. 
| His Candle ſhall be put out, and ſudden 
| Deſtruction ſhall overtake him, Fe 
, | » ſhall be as Stubble before the Wind, and 
as Chaff which the Storm carries away. 
It was for the Wickednels of the 
Old World, that God ſhortned the 
C 4 Li! 
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Life of Man after the © Flood : : And 
again at the Building of Babel, for 
the Sins of thoſe that went about 
to build it : And again in the Wil- 
derneſs, becauſe of the Peoples 
murmuring, and defpifing the pro- 
miſed Land, of which Moſes ſpeaks. 
Pat. 90. 7,8, 9. But to come to 
the Grave im a full Age, may like- 

wile import more than barely liv- 
ing long. 

Firſt, Riches and Honour are 
often 10yn'd with Length of Days: 
Though' Old Age and Long Life 
are preferd before them, as the 
right-hand Blefling 3 Prov. 3. 16. 
Length of Days are in her right-hand, 
and in ber left, Riches and Honour. It 
1s mention'd with Advantage con- 
cerning David, that he dy'd ina 
good Old Age, full of Days, Ron 
and Foncur, 1 Chron. 29. 25. 

a Mercy 
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a Mercy when our Relations and 
Friends do not leave the World in 
Diſgrace : 'T hat they do not ſet in 
a Cloud ; and go off undefired and 
unlamented : But honour'd with 
the AﬀeCtions of many living ; 
and their Lamentations when ny 
are remov'd, | 
Secondly, In a full Age, ſoas to 
be ſatisfied with having livd ſo 
long; and willing to dye. With 
long Life will 1 atisfie thee, and 
'hew thee my Salvation. There 
are few Wicked Men who are ſa- 
tished with living ; they would 
tain be Immortal here. God 1s 
forcd to Demand, and require their 
Souls of them : Thus Night ſhall thy 
Soul be required of thee : But many 
a Good Man can ſay with the Pro- 
phet Eljab; and in a much better 
'Femper, than he was in when he 
uied 
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uſed theſe words, 1 Kings 19. 4. 
It is enough, now O Lord, take away 
my Life. Or with old Simeon ; Now 
Lord, letteft thou thy ſervant depart in 
Peace, Not only. I am content to 
go, 1f thou call me, but with the 
Apoſtle, 1defire to be diſſolved ; for 
while I am preſent in the Body, I 
am abſent from the Lord. Come 
Lord Jeſus ! come quickly! 
Thirdly, In a full Age, when they 
have hv'd to ſee their Children 
brought up, and diſpoſed of in 
the World : And it may be have 
ſeen their Childrens Children, 
This 1s a further Mercy ; that 
God hath made their Houſe to 
grow ; and they: can leave the 
World with hope, that their Chil- - 
dren ſhall foilow them to Heaven 
and that they alſo wall command 
their Children after them to ſerve 
the 
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SC 


the Lord : Nat to be called out of 
the World, till they have a fair 
and hopeful proſpect that the Co- 
venant Promiſe ſhall be made good 
to their Seed ; that they that de- 
ſcend from them ſhall bear up the 
Name of God, own his Truth, 
and live to be Bleſſings jn the 
World, and not to reproach and 
ſhame the Stock from whence they 
come. 

Fourtbly, To dye in a full Age, 
a good Old Age, with a compe- 
tent vigour of Health of Body 
and Mind, in their Elder Years. 
I mean without the extraordinary 
Intirmities of Old Age. Moſes 
being an Hundred and Twenty 
Years ald, yet bis Eye was not dim, 
nor his Natural Strength abated, Deut. 
24. 7- With what Thanktulneſs 
doth good old Joſhua ſpeak this ; 


oſÞ, 
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Joſh. 4 . 10, It. T1 am this Day Four- 
ſeore Þaf Five Years old ; and yet 1 am 
as ſtrong this Day, a in the Day that 
Moſes ſent me ; as my Strength was 
then ſo it s now. What Vigour of 
Health, both of Body and Mind, 
God bleft the Honourable Perſon 
Deceas'd withal , for the greateſt 
Part of her Life, [all Things con- 
ſidered as to Her particular Caſe, ] 
ought to be acknowledged with 

great Thankfulneſs. For though 
O14 Age bea Bleſſing; yet a very 
infirm one 1s not defirable. Which 
* a Great Man takes notice of up- 
on ſuch an Occafion : ©* Who, ſaith 
_ ©he, would defire to live very long 
© Uneafie to himſelf, and [Trou- 
© bleſome to others ; who would 
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« not think it time to > dye when by 

© reaſon of Old Age we can hard- 
* Iy live with the Good W1l] of our 
« Friends ; when\thoſe who ought 
©to love us beſt, begin to think 
© much that we live ſo long ; and 
can hardly forbear to give us 
© broad ſigns that they are weary 
* of our Company : In ſuch a Caſe 
© one would almoſt be contented 
© todye out of Civility, and not 
© chooſe to make a long ſtay, where 
© a Man ſees his Company 1s no 
© longer acceptable ; 1f we can 
© hope we ſhall be welcome to a 
© better Place ; and more delight- 
« ful Soctety ? WEy ſhould we de- 
© fire to thruſt our ſelves upon 
 *thoſe, who have much ado to 
© refrain from telling us that 
* our Room 1s better than our 
* Company. Lhe Extremities of 
O1/! 
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Old Age are generally peeviſh and 
guarrelſome;, falling back to the 
weak and helpleſs Condition of 
Infancy and Childhood : And yet 
leſs Care is commonly taken to 
pleaſe Aged Perſons, and leſs 
Kindneſs thewn them, (unleſs in 
ExpeCtation of recieving greater,) 
than urito Children ; becauſe theſe 
are cheriſhed in Hope, the others 
in Deſpair, of proving better. S6 
that if God ſee good, it is riot 
defirable to try Nature, and the 
Kindneſs, and Good Will of out 
Relations to the uttermoſt, 

I mention this, becauſe 'tis one 
of the Bleflings 'of Old Age, to 
have the Taper of Life burn clear 
to the laſt : For any to have their 
Underſtanding good ; their Me- 
mories and Senſes tolerable ; theit 
Converſation acceptable ; their 
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Relations kind, afid reſpe&ful to 
them, as long as they live : This 
1s a rare Cafe, and happens ſel- 
dom to Old People : And when 
it doth, it 15 commonly to. thoſe 
who, by a Regular and Religious 
Courſe of Life, have reſerved 
ſome of their beſt Spirits till laſt ; 
and have not, by Vice and Intem- 

erance, drawn off Life to the 
Dregs ; and left nothing to be 1n- 
joy d, but Infirmitiesand Ill Hus» 
mours., - Guilt and Repentance : 
Tis the Bleſfing of ſuch who have 
laid in a good "Providha for ſuch 
an Evil Day, by Peace with God, 
and the Comforts of a good Con- 
ſcience, the Hopes -of Heaven, 
and the Sence of God's Favour 
and loving Kindneſs, which 1s 
better than Life. This 1s a ſpe- 
cial Priviledge, and a fingular Fa- 
vour 
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vour of God, that might eafily be 
apply d to the preſent Example. 
Which brings me to the Fourth 
Thing. 


IV. That Old Age, with the Grace of 
God, and ſerious Religion, to ripen and 


fit the Soul for Heaven, like a ſhock 


of Corn fit to be gathered, is a moſt 
defirable Bleſſmg. 

But betore I ſpeak to that ; | 
muſt Anſwer an Objection, that 
you will be ready to make from 
Obſervation and Experience ; Viz, 


* That this Promiſe is not very of- 


ten fulfilled even to Good Men : 
That there 1s httle diſtin&tion. be- 
tween the Righteous and the Wick- 


ed in this Reſpet : Many Excel - 


lent Perſons are taken off in their 
Youth, and many Wicked People 
live to a conſiderable old Age. 

Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. Many Things may be 
ſaid 1n Anſwer to this : As thar 
the Providences of God are of a 
great depth : And that if a Good 
Man be call'd out of the World in 
the midſt of his Days, he will 
have no cauſe: to repent that he 
did not live to be old. 'If God 


promiſe Long Life, and give Eter- 


nal Life, there 1s no more Damage 
done to the Perlon, than 1f you 
ſhould promiſe another "Twenty 
Shillings, and give him a Thou- 
ſand Guinea's. And by giving long 
Life to ſome Good Men, God 
ſhews that it is his Gift ; as by 


| bringing others to Heaven ſooner, 


he tells us he has ſomething better 


to beſtow. 


We are hereby inſtructed in the 
nature and value of preſent I hings, 


and affiſted to expe Eternal Res 
| D wards 
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wards and Puniſhments. We can- 
not reckon any ſuch "Temporal 
Bleſſing a peculiar Mark of God's 
Favour, becauſe 'tis not rhe Por- 
tion of all Good Men, and others 
ſometimes partake of it. With- 
out this Variety in the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, we hould 
want one of the beſt Moral Argu- 
ments for another Life after this. 
We muſt. likewiſe confider the 
difference between the Diſpenſa- 
tion of God's Providence to Good 
Men under the Old Teſtament , 
and now under the New. Eternal 
Rewards were couched and fſha- 
dowed very much under the Pro- 
miſe of Temporal Bleſſings on the 
Jewiſh Nation : Their Land of 
Canaan was a Type of Heaven ; 
and long Life promiſed to them, 
was the Figure of an Eternal one - 
| An 


ot 
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And though, now under the Goſ- 
pel we have the PromiJe of the Life 
that now is, 4s well as of that Which s 
to come ; yet the fulfilling of any 
ſuch Promiſes muſt be left to the 
Wiſdom of God, who knows what 
is beſt for our Spiritual Advan- 
tage; and when in all the Cir- 
cumſtances of it, it will tehd to 
our trueſt Intereſt, and promote our 
Eternal Welfare. "God who knows 
our Strength and Weakneſs; what 
Temptations we afe able to res 
fift, and what not ; knows when, 
znd to whom, to falki fuch a Pro» 
miſe as this, 'of long Life. And 
we cannar be ſo unreaſonable as 
to defire it, if it would tend to 
» our Detriment, '] is therefore 
added Det. 5.46. Honewr thy Fas 
ther, &c. that thy Days may be pres 
lnged and that it may go well with 
D z thee, 
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thee, It muſt alſo be confidered 
that there were particular Rea- 
ſons for the extraordinary long 
Lives of the Patriarchs, and thoſe 
before the Flood, that will not 
xeach to our Times, | 

» Joſephus ® gives this Account of 
it, that they being Men beloved 
of God, and newly made by him, 
with a ftrong Conftitutiton, and 
excellent Temper of Body, and 
uſing better Diet, the Vigour of 
the Earth ſerving at firſt for the 
Production of better Fruits : All 
- theſe Things joyn'd with their 
Temperance, conftant Exerciſe, 
moderate Labour, a ſweet Tem- 
per of Air, &c. might con- 


* The concurrent Teſtimony of the Greeks and 
Barbarians concerning the Long Lives of Meh in 
Antient Times, i mentioned by Joſephus, Antiq. 
lib, [, C. Jo | : | 

tribute 
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tribute much to the Length of 
their Lives, Which was but ne- 
ceffary, that the World might be 
the ſooner Peopled *, Knowledge 
and Religion more certainly pro- 
pagated by the Authority of liv- 
ing Teachers, and Arts and Sci- 
ences brought to greater Perfe- 
ction. 

Not that the Priviledge of liv- 
ing ſo long was peculiar ' to the 
Holy Patriarchs mention'd in Ho- 
ly Scripture ; but that generally 
ſpeaking, it was true of all in 
thoſe Times. We read but of Se- 
ven Generations of the Deſcen- 
dants of the Race of Cain, from 


 — 


- *. Which Reaſon is long ſince ceasd, ard the 
Jhortning of Man's Life u as needful now, as the 
prolonging it was in the firſt Ages of the World. 
Humani Generis Incrementum Terra non caperet, 
fi omnes ſeneſcerent qui naſcuntur. Petrarch. 
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the Death of Abel unto the = SS 
And if it had not been thus, . the 
Peopling of the World, and the 
Increaſe of: Mankind, could not 
have been attained. by . the long 
Lives only of Five or Six of the 
Holy Patriarchs': Nor could ano- 
ther End have been reached, (viz;) 
the increaſe of Arts and Sciences, 
and uſeful Knowledge for , Hu- 
mane ;Life ; becauſe not ouly 
Good Men, nor principally they, 
but others, who have little Reli- 
gion, are.as well concerned in 
thoſe matters *. 


——_ _ —_ _— —— 


* See this more largely. treated of by Joh. H. 
Heidegerus Hift. ſacra Patriarch. Tom. 1. 49. 
Amſtel. 1667. exerc. 14. de longevitate Patri- 
archarum. 1d Monl. le Clerc, Comment. te Gen. 
eap. 5, v. 27. Fol. Amſtel. oy And B.Parrick. 
on Gen. 5. ard Backwell*s . Fol. wo 
rags als iſt o be World, | 1. E. 3.'$S. 5,0 
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_-*Tis reve. S. Cyprian , and» fome 
of the Fathers, thought.that Mens 
Lives: were now ſhorter, becauſe 
the World is grown old and de- 
clin'd, and that Nature-decays by 
degrees, and that it 1s upon that 
Account that Men do not now 
live ſo long : as: formerly. But 
then, how comes it to. paſs that 
for-ſo many Ages, as from David's 
Time to ours, there hath been 
little or no Change ? For he's 
called an Old Man, and. full of Days, 
at Seventy. 1 Chron. 23.1. We 
ſhould now be in the deerepit Old 
Age of the World, and hardly 
live Ten Years, inſtead of Three- 
ſcore and Ten, if Nature decay'd 
ſo as Man's Life did proportion- 
ably decreaſe, by reaſon of the 
old Age of the World. We muſt 
therefore conſider the determina- 
D 4 tion 
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tion of this matter,. to. depend en- 
tirely on the Holy and Wiſe Pro- 
vidence of-God, to ſerve the Pur- 
poles of his Glory, in Mercy, and 
Juſtice,-and Wiſdom, paſt our tind- 
ing out, as tomany things : 'Fho' 
ſometimes we diſcern a plain :Rea- 
ſon. As we may well ſuppoſe;it was 
one principal Reaſon of the. long 
Life of the Holy Patriarchs, ithat 
they might propagate Religion in 
their Generations, as Abraham, and 
Noah, and Enoch, and the reft did. 
There being no Scriptures written; 

the Knowledge of God was 'con- 

vey:d from Parents to Children ; 
and God prolonged their Lives, 
that they might be the Props and 
Pillars of Religion in their Fami- 
lies, and tranſmit a true Account 
of the Creation of the World , 

and of the Counſel of God to 
Adam 
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Adam concerning the promiſed 
Seed : The Tradition of theſe 
Divine Revelations to our firft Pa» 
rents,” might: have been continued 
by Three Men from Adam to: the 
Jjraelites going into Egypt.” . Adam 
being taught of God: by Oracle, 
he liv'd long enough to-teach ma» 
ny: others : Methuſelah liv/d\ Three 
Hundred Forty Three Years with 
Adam, and with Noah Five Hun+ 
dred; and continued to:the:Flood*: 
Noah liv'd with Abraham Fifty Eight 
Years, by whom it was: not hard 
to paſs by Iſaac, Jacob, and his Po+ 
ſterity, to Moſes : For Sem liv'd 
with Methn/elab Ninety Eight Years, 
and flouriſh'd about Five Hundred 
Years after the Flood : And Iſaac 
livid Fifty Years with Sem, and 
dy'd about Ten Years before the 
Children of Ifrael went down into 
Egypt : So that by the long _ 
0 
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of the Patriarch S, Methuſelah, ' Sevs 
and 1/aac, might continue the Tra- 
dition ' of the Creation, / and the 
Truth and - Purity of : Religion , 
from Adam to that time; which 
was. above Two Thouſand Two 
Hundred Years. 

But. 'tis-fufficient jn Anſwer to 
the 'ObjeMion, ' that, Whenever a 
Good Man hves long, tis in Mer- 

to him: But the Smmer a Handred 
Wears old-s accurſed, Ia. 65. 20. If 
Wicked Men have their Lives'pro- 
longed, as well as thoſe that” fear 
God, yet there 1s a. vaſt difference ; 
the one 1s a Gift of Divine Love, 
and the Fruit of a Promiſe ;// the 
other 1s only a common Benefit;::to 
ſerve ſome Ends of Providence : 
For the fake, it may be, of ſome 
Good Men to whom ſuch a one is 
Related ;- or, it may be, as a Re- 

ward 


$ 
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ward of ſome little Service, that 
EVEn A Wicked, Man .may be um» 
ployd. to do,in this World. In 
the. one Cale long Life is in order 
to greater Mercy ; but, the other 
will have a diſmal End i in.his Eter- 
nal Ruine. | The former like a 
gentle River, as one well expel; 
ſeth it, which hath -run many 
Miles, and watered and eprich'd 
the. Neighbouring Grounds, min> 
ales at laſt with the vaſt Ocean: of 
Glory : The other, though. like 
the River Jordan, it hath extended 
its Courſe a great way,, falls at laft 
into the dead Sea, into endleſs Hows 
lings. - In'the. one. Caſe 'ris a fign 
that a great deal of further. Merey 
and Bleſſing is to be added. to it.; 
ln. the other, that after this: all his 
Bleſſings are at 'an end., and he 
thall have no more. + 

e 
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The Sinner of an Hundred Years old 
ſhall be accurfed. Some Sinners bring; 
Age upon themſelves, by their 
Wickedneſs, before the time ; and 
are an Hundred Years old at For- 
ty. Some commit the Sins of an 
Hundred Years in half that ſpace 
of time ; and though they ſhoald 
live to that Age would continue 
to fin on. And in Old Ape their 
full Ears of Corn are blaſted with 
a Mildew, they are under the 
Curſe of God : And their longeſt 
Day ſhall ſhut up in Everlaſting 
Darkneſs, never to ſee Light or 
Comfort more. 
Befides, the Promiſe of long 
Life muſt be confidered as made 
to ſuch as are eminent for honour- 
ing their Parents ; as are ftrit'and 
conſcientious in the Government 
of the Tongue ; as Opry 
or 
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for Juſtice towards Men, and Cha: 
rity to the Poor. Now every Good 
Man who hath Sincerity enough 
to-.carry him-to Heaven, can't ex- 
pect the accompliſhment of theſe, 
and the like Temporal Promiſes, 
which are made to Perſons who 
are peculiarly eminent for . ſuch 
Vertues. 

T conclude this Head with the 
words of the Wiſe Man, Eccl. 8. 
12, 13, Though a Sinner do evil a 
args times, and bis Days be prolongs 

; yet ſurely I know it ſhall be well 
- them that fear God, that fear bee 
fore bm, But it ſhall not be well with 
the Wicked, neither ſhall he prolong his 
Days, which are « « ſhadow ; becanſe 
be feareth not before God. Job 21, 
7, 20. The Wicked live., become 
old ; yea, are mighty in Power..: - His 
Epc _ fee his Deſtruttion; he ſhall . 


drink 
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drink of the Wrath of 1 the Amighty. 
I come now to conſider, That 
Old Age, with the Grace of God, and a 
Courſe of ſerious Religion, is a very 
great Blefſmng ; when the Soul is fit- 
ted and ripened for Heaven. And 
this 1s the Benefit of a long Life, 
that we may know, and ſerve, and 
praiſe, and  glorifie, and enjoy 
God more than others ; this has 
made the beſt Men defice and pray 
for a longer Life. Pal. 29. wr. 
me that 1 may recover Strength, 
and be fitted for my Duty and thy 
Service, and fitter to leave the 
World, when thou fhalt calt me: 
Pfal. 71. 18. Yo. 3 38. 19. This 13 
the proper Bleſſing of a prolon 
Life. oo" do God She prongs 
this World, and lay up # good 
Foundation for hereafter, vic, the 
Comforts of a good Conſcience 
T_ 
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againſt a dyin Hour, anda 
z — fo the Hernnd Ie 
heritance. 

"Tis doubtleſs true., - that the 
(Grace of God doth beautifie eve- 
ry Age ; but how Lovely and Ho- 
nourable 1s the Hoary Head, when 
found in the. way of RighteouC: 
neſs? After the refiftance 'of ma- 
ny Temptations, and enduring 
many Years GConthiGts, that yet the 
Soul is fixt for God and Heaven, 
and its Choice abides. When af- 
ter many Years Experience, they 
like their Maſter's Service the bet- 
ter, when they have faithfully 
ſerv'd him for Fifty, Sixty or Se« 
venty Years. To ſay with 
Obadiab, 1 Kings 18. I have feared 
Jehovah from my lowth. It was a 
Title -of Honour given Gnaſon of 


Gprus, that he is:call'd an old Dif 
ciple, 


of 
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ciple, Aqs 21. 16, So 4ma the 
-Propheteſs was of ' a great Ape , 
Luke 2. 36. So Paul the aged, and 
now. alſo .a Priſoner of Ckriſt, 
Philemon, v. 9. What a ſtock of 
Grace [muſt ſuch an old Diſciple 
be ſuppoſed to have ? who was 
early planted in the Houſe of God, 
and for ſeveral Years flouriſh'd in 
the Courts of the Lord ;- who 
hath been treaſuring up, and in- 
creafing from Year to Year; add- 
ing Grace to Grace, and proceeds 
ing from Strength to Strength ? 
And 'tis but an equitable Suppo- 
fition, that ſuch have underſtood 
their Opportunities, and manag'd 
theis '[1me and Talents to good 
Advantage. , 

How comfortably may fuch a 
. one refleft on the paſt Inſtances of 
God's Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs; 

Kindneſs 
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Kindneſs and Compaſſion ? On. 
the ſweet Communion he hath had 
with God in his younger Years, 
"]” at his firſt Dedication of himſelf 
to be the Lords, under ſuch a 
Man's Miniſtry, who is long fince 
dead ; at the Table of the Lord, 
in ſuch or ſuch an Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians, in the City or Coun- 
try? What comfortable Refledi- 
ons can he make ? What pleaſant 
Reviews may ſuch a one have of 
|- Spiritual, Inward, Experimental 
| Religion? Who can ſay with Da- 
wid, I have known thy Teſtimonies of 
{ old, Pal. 119. 152. who hath 
| often ſeen the Word of God ful- 
| filled to himſelf, and others ? 
> Who hath obſerved how Publick 
and Private Providences did com- 
ment upon the Holy Scriptures ; 
and it may be, hath had the Plea- 
E ſure 
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ſure and Joy, to ſee his Prayers / 


hermcrnsd, and his Endeavours 
proſp red. n' the Education of 

dren ; that they and theirs 
after thein, might know and ſerve 
the Lord ? Tis a great Bleſſing to 
live to ſuch an Age, and find this. 
How helpful may” their long Ex- 
perience be, to inable them to do 
good 1n the laſt part of their Life, 


more'than in their younger Years? »| + 


For Wiſdom is gone by Experi- 
ence ; and generally ſpeaking, they 
who. have longeſt Fime to 1m- 
prove, muſt be the wiſeſt People. 
And 'tis as rare. almoſt, to ſee a 
Young Man Wiſe and 'Prudent , 

as to ſee an+Old Man Strong and 


Healthy. Therefore Two or Three © | ' 


Years of the/Life of an Aged, Ex- 
perieniced Chriſtian, eſpecia ally i if 


imploy'd in any Publick m—_ 
0 
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of Bervice ; either in Church. « or 
State, may he'of. more uſe, :than 
many Years of Younger- leſs! Hg 
perienced Men. 

And there are many Services ane 
Duties for. the Honour of. God, 
which we are nqw..calld to, that 
even the Saints 1n. Heayen. are: not 
capable of. [The faithful improye- 
ment of: our Talents as to theſe, 


- may. increaſe oyr-- Happineſs. in 


another World. If there be Aiffh= 
rent Degrees of. Glory , he that 
hath a long Life of Service and 
Improvement in Grace, may hope 
to riſe higher than others. 

How Uſeful may he the Exams 
ple ot an old Diſciple, and how 
Beneficial his Prayers to the Puh- 
Iick ? But eſpecially. to his own 
Family and Relations? Ard there 
are many , who underſtand | the 

E 2 Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing ; of long Life - in the Fifth 
Commandment, which is promiſed to 
thoſe that Honour their Parents, to 
be the Conſequence of Parents 
Bleſſing their Children , by their 
Prayers and Interceſſion to God 
for them. And fince the Apoſtle | 
tells us, that without Contradi&ti- 
on the leſs is bleſſed of the greater, 
and the Proſperity of Children de- 
pends very much (as in Reaſon -” 
and Experience 1s evident it doth, ) 
upon the earneſt Prayers of =" 
Parents for their obedient Chi 

dren ; one may wonder that Chil- 
dren ſhould now be taught (by 
any otherwiſe good People,) not 
to ask that Bleſſing , not to beg 
thoſe Prayers, which have ſo ma- 
nifeſt an Advantage. Eſpecially 
when the doing it, hath the gene- 
ral Atteſtation of all Chriſtendom ; 
| and 
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and is no contemptible Teſtimony 
of that Honour and Reſpe&, which 
is due from Children to their Re- 
ligious Parents. I ſay Religious, be- 
cauſe to make Old Age Honour- 
able, and a Blefling, rhoſe Graces 
muſt be ſuppoſed, qphich are the 
Ornaments br that"Age, Sobriety 
and Temperance, Gravity and Se- 
riouſneſs, Soundneſs in the Faith, 
Charity, Patience, and Diligence 
to finiſh the Work God hath given 
them to do. How honourable and 
excellent 1s ſuch a one ? Full of 
Days, and full of good Works ? 
Who hath ſerv'd his Generation 
according to the Will of God, and 
1s now trimming his Lamps, 'sird- 
ing up his Loins, and waiting for 
the coming of his Lord ? What 
a FIITBGdge., what a Bleſſing is 


this ? | 
E 3 As 
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Asto the Metaphor : mthe = 
As Corn fally ripe, fit to bt gathered 
into the Barn, many Things: might. 
be confider'd for NMuftration ©: What 
a wer to Seaſons? it  paſſeth 
through before it be'ripe; how F 
aratinally' ir doth advance after' it 
is ſown ; how it[ſprings up like 
an Herb. ſhoots forth 'a© tender 
Blade, riſeth to! a Stalk; and then 
comes to be ripe : To all which a 
gre: reat deal of Time is trequikte;, 

fore it becut down, and laid 1h 
the Barn ; and then 'tis/ to be 
threſhed, and fanned, before it be 
fit for the Maſter's uſe : But yet 
the Harveſt 1s cer ; and win 


* See bo As enious Acconnt of this by 


Sir Matthew Hale, 5: his Magnetiſmus Magnus 3 
or Metaphyſical and Divine Comemplations on the 
Loadſtone, Boo, 1693. on Pal. LXXXVL 8. 
P- 151, 


the 
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the Corn 1s ripe it ſhatl be cut 
down. *TI'were eafie to” run the 
Parallel, as to a good Old Age ac- 
cording to this Metaphor. 
You ſee plainly, 'tis not meerly 
to have liv'd long ; but to live ſo 
as to be ripe for Heaven, that is 
the great Blefling. That Old Age 
which is truly honourable, is :not 
to be known by a wither'd Face, 
but a mortifi'd Spirit ; not by the 
decays of the Natural Body, but 
by weakening the Body of Sin ; 
not by the Temporal Good we 
have injoy'd for many Years.; but 
by the Spiritual Good we have re- 
ceived and done. An Hoary Head 
is a Crown ; but Righteogſneſ#is the 
Jewel of it. As a fair Woman 
without Diſcretion 1s like a Jewel 
in a Swines Snout ; ſo are Grey 
Hairs on the Head of an old Sin- 
E 4. ner. 
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ner. To be an old Atheiſt, or 
Drunkard, or Miſer, and have 
many External Advantages above 
others, without:the-Grace of God, 
and ſerious Religion, 1s no great 
Bleffing ; ſuch a one 1s accurſed, 
though a Hundred Years old. To 
be good, and do good, 1s indeed 
Lif. ;3 and from our beginning to 
be, and do ſo, we muſt reckon our 
Lives. As he that was converted 
at Sixty, being asked Five Years 
afrer, how old he was, did very 
juſtly and truly ſay, he was but 
Five Nears old, He had livd no 
longer to any good Purpoſe, tho' 
he had been Threeſcore Years 
more in the World. He reckon- 
ed his Life, not from the time of 
.his being born, but from his new 
Birth ; from his being born again. 
They therefore who remember 

| | their 
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their Creator in their-Youth, and 


begin betimes to ſerve God ; if 
they reach to OId Age, they live 
three times as long as other Peo- 
ple, who yet may count as many 
Years as they, from their Infancy 
and Childhood, but have liv'd in 
the pleaſures of Stn, and in forget- 
fulueſs of God, and ſo for many 
Years were dead whilſt alive. © 


The Application of all this ſhall 
be by ſome Inferences of Truth, 
and Duty. 


Firſt, If length of Days, and 
a long continuance in the World 
be an honourable Priviledge and 
Bleffing, what high and adoring 
Thoughts ſhould we have of the 
Eternity of God, who 1s pleaſed to 
condeſcend to us, to be call'd the 
Ancient 
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Ancient of Days ; and who gloryeth 
in this, that be inbabiteth Brernity ; 
unto-whom a Thouſand Years are 
but as one,Day, yea'but as yeſter- 
day when 1t 1s paſt ; = as a 
Watch in the Night. 4 Thouſand 
Tears are in God's fight,” but «s one 
Day. If: then we ſuppoſe a Man 
as old as this World; born above 
Five Thouſand Years ago, he 
would be, in God's Account, but 
as one born Five Days ago : And 
by this Computation, he that hath 
livd Sixty Two Years, hath liv'd 
but One and half ; and he that 
was born'Forty Years fince, 1s but 
as if he came now into the World 
this preſent Hour. But there is 
a ſhorter Reckoning /; for it 1s 
added, and as a Watch in the Night, 
which 1s the fourth part of Twelve 
Hours, or Three — cab A i 
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ſand. Years axe no. more, in” God's 
Account, than: Three wat ;: and 
by this Corhputation, he that-dyes 
hw Thurty, and Forty You 
old, -1s.as. if he had: liv'd but Five 
or Six Minutes ;. and he that dyes 
betwixt. Sixty and Seventy, as if 
he livd but Twelve or Thirteen 
Minutes. - Such/1s the Proportion 
of Minutes in Three Hours com- 
pared to'a Thoufand Years. | But 
the longeſt Age 1magihable, com- 
par'd with God's Eternity, is not ſo 
much as One Minute, For. let a 
Man bring forth all the Numbers 
he can think of .; let him heap 
Millions upon Millions ; let him 
lay on Ten Thouſand Milliogs 
one upon another ; they are all 
lefs than one Unit unto Eternity. 
One fingle Minute bears ſome 
Proportion with the greateſt Num- 

ber 
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ber of Years, that can be reckon- 
ed': But there's no Proportion be- 
tween Finite and Infinite. Take 
as many Millions of Years as you 
pleaſe, and add as many more to 
them, Ten Thouſand Times over, 
yet ſtill they 'il make but a Finite 
Number ; whereas God's. Durati- 
on 1s Infinite. With what hum- 
ble Adoration. ſhould we think of 
the Almighty, Eternal God , who 
is from Everlaſting to Everlaſt- 
ing. 
Secondly, If Old Age and Length 
of Days be a promiſed Blefling ; 
how faulty is it for any to ſhorten 
their Days ; or not to uſe proper 
Means for prolonging their Lives. 
And here fach are to be reprov'd, 
who either by Luxury and Intem- 
prages , or by Quarrelling and 
uelling, or by Attempts of Self- 
Murder, 
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Murder, out of Peeviſhneſs and 
Diſcontent ; or any other way, do 
diſcover a Contempt of Life ; or 
do not take care to preſerve it. 
They conſider not what a Bleſſing 
Life 1s, that will throw 1t away, 
and haſten their own Death. There 
are excellent Purpoſes for the Glo- 
ry of God, and our own Good, 
to be ſerved by this preſent Life, 
and therefore we mult not fooliſh- 
ly part with it, till he who ſent 
us into this - World doth call us 1n- 
to the other. And he that -goes 
thither before he is ſent for, hath 
no Reaſon to expett to be wel- 
come there. He that will thorten 
his own Time by Wickedneſs, or 
Wilfalneſs, of any fort, he deſpt- 
ſeth this Bleffing in the Text ; and 
expoſeth himſelf to the Anger of 
God, and a terrible Reckoning 
beyond 
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beyond the Grave. You acknow- 
ledpge' that after: Death . follows 
Eternal Judgment ;' whereas ma- 
ny-of 'the Heathens reckon'd An- 
nihilation was the hardeſt and 
worlſt'of the Caſe. But Chriſtian 
Religion hath -brought Life and 
Immortality to light ; and the 
Scriptures tell us of future Puniſh- 
ments, as well as Rewards, which 
ſhould make us value and improve 
this preſent Life ; for how long 
ſoever it be, *tis little enough to 
prepare for the Everlaſting World. 
This T have already taken notice 
of, and fo proceed to infer, 

Thirdly, That the Contempt of 
Old Age, which God hath pro- 
miſed as a Blefſing, muſt needsbe 
a Sin. 1 apprehend no Impropri- 

for one that is not very Qld, 
to plead for the Honour of Old 
Age : 
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Age : 'Tis but a piece 'of Juſtice 
to Humane Nature. And-who- 
ever in their Youth will divert 
themſelves: with -the unavoidable 
Infirmities 'of -the Aged, he does 
but laugh at himſelf before-hand, 
and expoſe his. own future Con- 
dition. It 1s well known, to the 
Honour of Old Age, that in ab 
moſt all Countries, they of mot 
Years have been thought fitteſt to 
prefide in Counſels, 'and have the 
- Dire&tion in Publick Aﬀairs : $0 

that the very Name of Office and 
Authority 1s deriv d from thence : 
*X Witneſs the Jewiſh Elders, the 
Spartan yeeis, the Roman Senate, and 
the Saxan Aldermen. Though, 
younger People were ſometimes 


* See Afr. ]. Colliers Eſſays, Second Part, 
8vo, of Old Age. Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays of 
 Tomth and Age, 9. 42. 
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join'd in the Commiſfhon. The 
Reaſon 1s plain, - Matters of Mo- 
ment being to-be managed with 
Condu& and Temper ; the Aged #*|* 
have always ftood faireſt for ſuch | 
a Truft and Honour. And among | 
ſeveral Nations, and particularly 
the Lacedemonians, and from them 
the * Romans, they were honour'd 
as Fathers of their Country ; and 
reverenc'd almoſt as Gods. To ,|. 
honour Ancient People is join'd | 
with worſhipping the Gods in ſe- 
veral Countries. Temporal Ju- 
rifdiction and Spiritual, the Ma- 
giſtracy and the Priefthood, for 
the moſt part have been appropri- 
ated to the Elder, as the Names for 


| mmrt—__—_— 


* Credebant hoc grande nefas, & morte pian- 
dum, fi Juvenis vetulo non afſurrexerat. Juvenal, 
Satyr. 29. in Euterp. 


both 
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both, in almoſt all Languages , 
will evidence. And therefore 
whatever Alterations there may 
ſeem to be in Elder Perſons, by 
reaſon of their Age, that may any 
ways expole them to Contempr ; 
if they are ſuch, who, have had 
Great and Uſetul Imployments in 
the World ; their very Infirmittes 
are to be attributed to their Gene- 
rous and Profitable Labours, and 
look'd upon as Honourable Sears : 
They having, ſpent themſelves 
the Service of Chriſt, and the 
Souls of Men ; or in the Service 
of their King and Country : and 
fo the very Decays of Nature, in 
tuch Perſons, ſhould rather move 
Reſpe&t than Pity, God hath 
commanded us to honour Old 
Age, Lev. 19. 32. Thou ſhalt riſe 
up before the Hoary Head, and honour 

F 


the 


66 A Fumeral Sermon, 
the Face of the Old Man, and fear thy 
God; T1 am the Lord. It is injoyn'd 
as an Inftance of the Fear of God. 

So that the Contempt 'of Old 
Age 1s not only Rudeneſs, and In- 
civility, but Irreligion ; not only 
ſhews the want of good Manners, 
but it is Profaneneſs. Rebuke not 
an Elder, or Ancient Perſon, but 
intreat him as a Father. 1 Tim. -5. 
T, 2. Likewiſe you Younger | ſubmit 
your | elves to the Elder. 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
Eſpecially Children to Parents : 
You know the Puniſhment of Diſ- 
obedient Children. Prov. 21. 18. 
If a Magiſtrate negle&ed his Du- 
ty ; the Ravens of the Valley ſhall 
pluck out his Eyes, and the young Ea» 
gles ſhall eat them. As to Parents, 
the Obligation is manifold: not to 
deſpiſe their Age ; but reverence 
and” honour them ; to adviſe with 

| them ; 
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them ; to hearken to them, and 
be guided by them ; eſpecially in 
the great Jurns of Life. Prov, 
22. 2.. Hearken to thy Father that bes 
gat thee, and deſpiſe not thy Mother 
when ſhe is old, Becauſe the Mo- 
ther 1s more likely to be lighted 
than the Father ; God commands 
the Honour and Fear -of the Mo- 
ther firſt. Lev. 19. 3. Je ſhall 
fear every Man his Mother, und his 
Father, &c. 

And here may be confidered,, 
what 1s certainly confirmed by Ex- 
perience, m very many Inftances : 
That when God makes any Breach 


mn a Family, by the Death of a 


Parent, whether Father or Mo- 


+ ther, there are hardly any Chil- 


dren, though never fo Reſpectful, 
AﬀeCtionate, and Dutiful to the 


Deceaſed, but have many a ſer1- 
F 2 ous 
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ous T hought upon- their Deceaſe ; 
Oh were my Honour'd and Dear 
Parent-now alive, I think I ſhould 
expreſs my Duty and AﬀeGtion , 
in this and the other Inſtance, 
more and better than I did : Even 
they who did obſerve the Fifth 
Commandment , fo as to be :ac- 
cepted with God, and with their 
Parents, yet, after their Death, 
will have ſome ſuch Thoughts. 
There is doubtleſs more of Relj- 
o10n, in the good Carriage of 
Children toward their Parents , 
than 1s commonly believed ; eſpe- 
cially in their declining Years, Re- 
verence and Reſpe&t 1s due to 
them for their Age, if they were 
not our Parents. Tis a very ill ' 
Symptom upon any Nation, when 
Children behave themſelves proudly againſt 


the 
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the Ancient ; and the Baſe againſt the 
| Honourable *, Ifa. 24. 2. And 
confidering how ſoon they are to 
remove out of this World, to take 
their final leave, and imbark for 
a Foreign Country , tis but a 
piece of common Juſtice to our 
departing Friends, tis no more 
than 1s due to their Condition ; to 
ſhew them Reſpe&t and AﬀeCtion 
at laſt ; to fignihe we are loath to 
loſe them ; and that we with them 
Happy in their Removal. 


Secondly, Let me apply this for 
Exhortation to Younger, and to' 


— 


* See an Inſtance of this, even among the Tar- 
tars aud Chineſe, how the Love, Obeaience, and 
Reſpett of Children for their Parents #s conducive 
ro the Publick, Peace of a Country. P. le Comte*s 
Memoirs and Obſervations of the Empire of China, 
8vo, 1698. Part. 2 of their Policy and Govern- 
ment, P. 264, 265, KC. 
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Elder Perſons. Firſt to Youth, in 
Three Things. 

Firſt, Do not count upon it with 
any Certainty, that you ihall hive 
to be Old. How few compara- 
tively do out-live Thirty ? And 
whether you are call d- away 1n 
Youth or Riper Years, there 1s a 
Blefled or Miſerable Eternity to 
follow. O that it were confider'd, 
and believd, you ſhall not dye 
the ſooner, by being ready and 
prepared to dye while you .are 
Young. And as it will not ha- 
ſten your Death , ſo neither will 
it ſpoil the Pleaſure and Comfort 
of your preſent Life ; but every 
way contrivute to it. But how 
little ground have you to expect to 
live to be very Old, when 1o ma- 
ny dye ſuddenly, and ſo many 
dye Younger than you : And you 


know 
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know there is no Opportunit \ Aa 
yond the Grave, of making eace 
with Heaven, 1f you dye your 
Sins. Your Work 1s great, and 
you cannot begin tao ſoon : you 
may not live to that time, unto 
which you adjourn your good 
Purpoſes. It is the Devil's great 
Artifice to cheat Men of the pre- 
ſent Seaſon, by the Promiſe and 
Expectation of future Time. We 
are not certain whether God will 
try us with another Day ; or if 
we trifle now, whether he will 
then vouchſate his Grace ; there- 
fore now While it is called to. Day., 
hear the Voice of Gad , Remem- 
ber. thy Creator, and "work. out 
thy Salvation. "How many of 
your Acquaintance have dyed 
Younger than. you, who were as 
likely to live, and more fo ? You 
F 4 think 
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think you have a great while to 
come, Thirty, Forty, Fifty Years ; 

this ſeems at a mighty diſtance ; 
though they who have livd ſo 
long, when it 1s gone, ſay it Is 
paſt as yeſterday, they can't tell 
how. A Week to come ſeems 
longer than a Year that's paſt. 
But think ſeriouſly, how many 
more have dyed, before they have 
arriv'd to your Age, than ever 
did attain to it. And how unrea- 
ſonable 1s it, to defire ro dye of 
Old Age, and of the Decay of 
| Natural Strength, conſidering hee 
is a kind of Death, of all others 
the moſt rare. If that be moſt 
Natural that is moſt common, to 
dye of Old Age 1s a Death rare, 

fingular, and extraordinary, and 
ſo leſs Natural, than any other of 
the numberle(s ways of dying, and 
the * 
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the leſs to be expe&ed. *'Tis not 
always true, that the fewer Days 
and Years a Man has' paſt, the 
more he has to come, A new 
built Houſe may fall, when an 
. old one ſtands. Therefore count 
not upon a long Life, but begin 
preſencly to prepare to dye. God 
may call thee forth to that War, 
from which there is no Diſcharge, 
without giving thee an Hours 
Warning. Jou know not What ſhall 
be on the morrow. Jam. 4. 14. 
Liſten not to thoſe, while you 
are Young, who would perſwade 
you to put off your Repentance to 
a further time.: Who will tell 
you, youare in the heat and flow- 
er of your Youth, and ſhould now 
(if ever ) indulge your ſelves : 
That Religion is a melancholly 
thing, and you'll have time enough 
for 
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for it | hereafter: But who would 
defer his Repentance till hereafter, 
that doth not know but he may 
dye to Night ? Who would put 
it. off to Gld Age, when tis 1o 
uncertain whether he ſhall not dye 
Young 2 Ludevicus Capellus tells us 
of one of the Rabbins, that when 
one of his Diſciples came to him, 
to know what was the fitteſt Time 
to repent in ; He anſwer'd, One 
Day before his Death ; meaning, "Pre- 
ſently : Becauſe the youngeſt have 
no. Aſſurance of another Day. 
Secondly, Take Care in Youth 
to lay a good Foundation for Old 
Age, by being ſuch who may ap- 
ply the Promiſes of long Life, 
unto. whom they are hike ta be 
made good. There's. nothing but 
ſerious Religion betimes, cari bring 
you to a healthful and m_—_— 
able 
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able Old Age. This would. tend 
to. promote and preſerve your 
Health, as well as Intereſt you. in 
, the favourable Protection and. Pro- 
yidence of God, Serious Godli- 
neſs 1s a Friend to the Health of 
our Bodies, and the Chearfulneſs 
and Content of our Minds ; and 
not to obey God, 1s ordinarily. to 
neglect our * preſent Intereſt, as 
well as our Eternal Salvation. To 
fear the” Lord , and depart from 
Evil, is Health to the Navel, and 
Marrow to the Bones. To how 
many Lufts and Vices is an un- 
timely Death threatned ? And of 


* See Dr. Lucas, The true Notion of Humane 
Life, 8vo, p. 187. Shewing how the lengthning 
of our Lives depends on the Cheerfulneſs of the 
Mind, the Health of the Body, and the Providence 
of God. for Proteition, beſides the Good Will of our 
Fellow Creatures ; and how ſerious Religion doth 
contribute to it on all theſe Accounts. 


how 


Vo 
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how many 1s it a Natural and Or- 
dinary Conſequence ? There are 
Promiſes of long Life made to 
ſuch as are Juſt in their Dealings, 
and Charitable to the Poor ; to 
ſuch who are Meek and Patient, 
who truſt in God, and do all the 
Good they can in the World. But 
for Senſual Men, they dig their 
own Grave by their Vices : They 

ur in Wine and ftrong Drink, 
and let out Life : They ftrangle 
themſelves with their Intempe- 
rance, and haſten the Infirmities 
of Old Age by the Exceſſes of 
Youth. He who would have his 
Health hold out, muſt live Regu- 
larly, and not too faſt. He that 
will indulge Youthful Luſts, will 
corrupt his Blood, and weaken his 
Conſtitution, and give Death op- 
portunity to enter : And if he 
Ive, 
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live, ſhall poſſeſs the Sins of his 
Youth ; his Bones ſhall be filled 
with them, they muſt lye down 
with him in the Duſt. 7ob 20. 17. 
What painful Methods will Men 
ſubmit to for. the Preſervation of 
Life ? Skin for Skin, and all that 
a Man hath will he give for his 
Life. But he that loveth Life, and 
defireth many Days, and to ſee 
Good, let him fear God, and keep 
his Commandments ; for after all . 
the endeavours uſed to keep off © 
Death, and prolong Life, there's 
none like remembring our Creator 
in the Days of our Youth. And 
tis not only for Murder, and A- 
dultery, and the vileft Impurities, 
that God threatens an untimely 
Death ; but for Diſobedience to 
Parents, for Covetouſneſs,” Op- 
preſhon, Injuſtice, and Worldly- 
. nels. 


_ 
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neſs. Jer. 17. 11. As the Patridge 
fitteth on Eggs, and batcheth then not : 
fo be that getteth Riches, and not by 
right, ſhall leave them in the midft of 
bis Days, and at his end ſhall be a 
Fool. Prov. 28. 16. He that hateth 
Covetonſneſs ſhall prolong his Days. 
*Fwere eafie to inlarge on; this 
Head. 

Let me only add that yet ſuch 
as are Religious in their Youth, 
ſhould not be over defirous of liv- 
ing very long : For though it 15 
a Blefling as hath been prov'd, 
when join'd with Piety: and if God 
think fit, that we may live to be 
Inftrumental to God's Glory, the 
Good of others, and our own Be- 
nefit ; yet 1t we confider our Ene- 
mites," and our Temptations, and 
our own Corruptions, the odds 1s 
on the other fide : Blefied are the 
Dead, 
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Dead, who dye i in the Lord, tho' 
in their Youth. 

\ Thirdly, If you ſhould live to 
Old Age, and feel the infirmities 
of it; you will not be able to bear 
up then, without living well now. 
Nothing but the Comforts of a 
good Conſcience, will be able to 
ſupport you, when the Evil Days 
ſhall come, wherem you ſhall have no 
Pleaſure ; as 'tis deſcrib'd at large 
Eecl. 12. which I thought to have 
Paraphras'd, and Explain d, but 
tis well done by many, 1n ſeveral 
Books eafie to be conſulted. Your 
Sun and Light, and Moon and 
Stars, will grow dark, and the 
Clouds return after the Rain ; one 
Infirmity following another, as a 
fign of approaching Night ; as a 
warning that the Grave 1s ready 
for you, and you ſhould be a it. 

ou 


= ana 
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. You may reaſonably expect, that 
the time will come, when you 
ſhall complain of darkneſs of 
Mind, and dry Afﬀections, dull 
Senſes, and faulty Memories ; your 
Eyes dim, your Ears heavy, your 
_ Limbs feeble, and Feet lame, your 
Joints benumb 'd, &c. You can- 
not ordinarily think of meeting a 
great Old Age, without ſome of 
theſe Inconvenitencies : Though 
by a peculiar Providence , ſome 
are in a great meaſure exempted 
from them. 

Now confider , what can ſup- 
port and comfort you in this Con- 
dition, but the Senſe of God's 
Favour, and the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience, and Reflections 
on a well-ſpent Life ? To look 
back, how you have imploy'd your 


Time ? What Good you have 
done 
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done _ in the World ? What Pro- 
viſion you have made for Eterni- 
ty? What Care you have taken 
for your Souls? Theſe Queſtions 
well, anſwerd , will be a great 
Su hk in Old Age ; and keep 

much of the Weight of it ; 
and make many Years fit more 
eaſily upon you. "Tis true, a 
good Conſcience will not make a 
Man Immortal ; but the Quiet of 
our Minds and Spirits, will con- 
tribute much to the Strength of 
our Bodies, and inable us to bear 
the Infirmities of Old Age, and 
flide into the Grave more gently. 
But above all, it will give you 
Hope of finding Favour with God 
. 1n another World ; and that be- 
ing fatisfied with long Life, God 


will ſhew you his Eternal Salva- 
G tion. 
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tion. And fol come to ſpeak -a 
few words to the ® Aged. 


———— 


Eirſt, Unto ſuch who have liv'd 
a great many Years in the World, 
and are yet-unfit to dye; who by 
_ reaſon'of Ignorance, Impenitence, 
and a Wicked Life, are altoge- 


ther unprepared to | leave this 


World ; having nothing but a 
miſerable Portion to expect 1n the 
next. You loſe the Crown, and 
Glory of Old Age ; you are the 
old Servants of the Devil, and 
Slaves of Sin ; you have long 
treaſurd up Wrath againſt the 

Day of Wrath ; and are going 


* See more largely, the Duty of the Aged, very 
well explain'd, and arg'd by Ar. Steel, "in bis 
Diſcourſe of Old Age, 8*. 1688. 


ſhortly 


# 
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ſhortly to receive your Wages ; 
even double Condemnation. How 
many Years time have you mi(- 
imployd, that you are now to 
reckon for ? What a ſhameful 
Bill may be made of the Expence 
of :ſo long a time of Tryal, and 
of all the Talents you have had ? 
How can you look back without 
Amazement and Horrour ? Your 
loſt Hours can never be recall'd, 

you muſt Repent ſpeedily, or you 
are undone for ever. There is 
but a ftep between you and Death ; 

between you and fell. Oh how 
near do you ſtand to the Judgment 
of God ? A young Sinner may 
periſh ſhortly, and he may not; 

* for God may ſpare him, and give 
him Time and Space, and Grace 
to Repent : But you muſt be 
gone; there are but a few Sands 
G 2 n 
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in your Glaſs; buta little Oyl in 
your Lamp, to preſerve the*Flame: 
Your aQtive Time is gone, | and 
yet your great Concern, and main 
Buſineſs for the Everlaſting World, 
15 now to begin. We read: of old 
Adulterers, as an: Agravation of 
their Sin. Exek. 23. 43. And the 
Prophet Jeremy faith, 1 am full of 
the Fury of the Lord, 1 will pour it 
forth upon the Aged, and him that's. full 
of Days. Jer. 6. 11. x 
Let us conſider the fad Circum- 
ſtances of thoſe Perſons, who wax 
old in Wickedneſs and Irreligion, 
and Contempt of God, how dead 
and difinclin'd their Spirits are to 
God, and Spiritual Matters ; how 


every Day more unwilling to Re- - | * 


pent ; how they are hardened by 
a long Impunity ; finding, that 
though they have ſinned for Twen- 


ty 


1 1 
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ty or Thirty Years or more, they 
are well ſtill, and all the Preachers - 
Sermons: but harmleſs Thunder : 
We ſhall find that rhey ſtill grow 
worſe and worſe, Be ſure they 
that defer their Repentance to 
Old Age, their Repentance comes 
off the harder ; their Zeal is leſs, 
their Love 1s weak, and ſo 1s eve- 
ry thing they do. But though, 
there be leſs Hope of ſuch, who 
have been all their Days under 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, and 
not converted, till they are old, 
yet we cant limit the Grace of 
God : We dare not ſay their Caſe 
15 hopeleſs. He that quickens the 
Dead, and raifed Lazarus. out of 


* his Grave, can breathe on thoſe 


dry Bones, and make them Jive. 
The Penitent Thief proves a late 
Repentance poſlible to be true. 1 

I ory 


——— 
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orant, except a Man be born again, 
< cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; but ſay not there- 
fore, How can a Man be born agam 
"hen be is Old ; For, He that of 
Stones can raiſe up Children to 
Abraham, can ſanaifie and renew 
an old Sinner, and make him a 
real Saint. Let ſuch therefore 
awake, and bethink themſelves, 
and ſeek his Grace. How many 
Years hath God waited on you ? 
How many Mercies, how many 
Afﬀictions, how many Warnings 
have you had? How many Calls 
by his Word, Providence, and 
Spirit ? And now you are in view 
of the Grave, ſtooping to 1t ; 
Death begins to fieze you ; it 
hath fiezed ſome Parts of you al- 
ready ; it 1s manifeſt in your Eyes, 
in your Ears, Hands, -and Legs ; 
you 
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you can't ſee without Art, or hear 
without Difficulty, or walk with- 
out Pain ; you can't look into a 
Glaſs, but you may ſee ſomething 
of the Pourtraifture of Death in 
your Face, if you can ſee at all. 
You are filled with Wrinkles, which #s a 
witneſs againſt you, and your Leanneſs 
riſing up in you, bears witneſs to the 
Face, Job 16, 8. O think how 
near you are your Journeys-end, 
and loſe not one Minute longer ! 
You are on the brink of Perditi- 
on, and therefore ſhould ſpeedily 
eſcape : Every Hour you delay, 
youll be more unfit and indifpo- 
ſed : So much of your Lime, 
Parts and Strength is gone already, 
you ſhould: uſe the remainder to 
the beſt Advantage. You have 
ſeen by your own Experience the 
Vanity of all Worldly Things, 
| 4 an4 
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and: the Miſery of a wicked Cou «, 
and may have many Things to 
help your Seriouſneſs in this Age. 
You have no other _—: 
proper for you, but to be prepa- 
ring for Death ; to be bidding 
adieu to the World : to be caſting 
up your Accounts ; ; | to be fitt;ng 
to abide in that State for ever, 
into which you are next to paſs. 
Therefore awake, and give all Di- 
ligence. Certainly we can never 
ſet about this Work too ſoon ; but 
let none think 'ris too late to begin 
to bedevoted to God, and live to 
him, It is always the beſt thing 
we can do ; and therefore we 
ſhould at any time endeavour it ; 

and there are ſpecial Reaſons for 
it in every Age. It is ſeaſonable 
for the Youngeſt , but 'tis abſo- 
| lutely 
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lutely neceſſary for the Aged, to 
make all the haſte poſſible. 


Secondly, To you my Fathers 
who are old Diſciples, whoſe Hoary 
Head is found in - the way of 
Righteouſneſs, who have ſerved 
the Lord from your Youth -; Let 
me recommend a few Things. 

Firft, Think how near you are 
to the Grave. You have but one 
Remove more to make, till you 
get thither : Your Warfare is al- 
moſt accompliſhed. O be not 
ſtrangers to the Thoughts of 
Death, thereby to quicken your 
Acual Preparation ! Improve eve- 
ry Providence to that End, eſpe- 
cially every Breach in your own 
Families by Death ; * Particu- 
& larly, as in the preſent Caſe of 
6 Him, who, thongh the deepeſt 
« Mourner, 
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= "Maurner, does not mourn a- 
* lone. When the Companion 
«< of your Life 1s gone before , 
« with whom you have pleaſant- 
& ly, comfortably, and uſefully 
« convers'd for ſo many Years : 
& Who was the Inſtrument of ſo 
«© much of God's Mercy to you, 
* with whom you have worthip- 
« ed God ſo often 1n Publick and 
« Private, pray d together, wept 
<«< together, and ſang the Praiſes 
« of God together, and mourn'd 
« together under Difficulties and 
« Tryals, and help'd to bear one 
« another's Burthens, &c, | God 
© calls aloud to you for ſerious 
< Preparation to follow, that you 
« may be both ready and willing. 
Secondly, Look back on your 
paſt Lives, and. confider the ma- 
ny Inſtances of the Care, Wiſdom, 
Faith- 
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Faithfulneſ , and Goodneſs of 
God, to ſtrengthen your Faith 
for the laſt Scene of your Life, 
Refle& humbly upon the Time 
you have loſt ; how mych more 
Good you might have done ; how 
many of your Talents you might 
have better jmprav'd ; how many 
* Errors and Follies you haye com- 
mitted, and beg of God to for- 
give the Sins of your Youth : And 
yet look back with Thankfulneſs 
to God, that 'tis no worſe ; that 
Goodneſs and Mercy hath follow- 
ed you all your Days. © Can 
& you not ſay, Thou haft been 
«© my (God from my Mothers 
- Womb ; 3 my Praiſe ſhall be 
& continually of thee : Thau haft 


_ * Hey quam multg Panitenda occurrunt,” dis 
yivendo / Seneca. 


« been 
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| *'& 'heen | the Guide of my Youth, 


«- 3nd the Stay of my Riper Years : 
«- Thou haſt been my Dwelling- 
& place in all Generations : Thou 
& haſt furniſh'd me with Oppor- 
«'tunities of doing and receiving 
& Good : Thou haft built up my 
« Houfe, and made it to grow, 
« when thou pulleſt down others : 
« Thou -haſt been my Shield , 
« Refuge, and Hiding-Place in 
« Times of Danger ; when Thou- 
& ſands have fallen on the right- 
« hand, and on the left : "Thou 
« haſt been with me and mine 
& Abroad and at Home, by Sea 
« and Land, in one Country and 
« another ; and compaſſed' me 
« about with thy Salvation. How 


« many Perſonal, how many Re-. 


« lative Bleflings'? ' How 'many 
© Temporal, how many Spiritual 


uy Mer- 
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« Mercies, have I had ? How 
«© many Uleful, Excellent, Exe 
« emplary Chriſtians, (Miniſters 
« and Magiſtrates,) have I fol 
«© low'd to the Grave; -and ſeen 
« their Bodies laid in the Duſt ? 
« And yet. God has: ſpard- and 
&« preſerv'd me unto Old Age, 
« that I might be more ripe for 
« Heaven : And Oh that this may 
<« be the Fruit of all; that I may 
« beſo! 

And with the Confideration of 
what God: has done for you, you 
old Diſciples ſhould acquaint others 
that are younger, with what you 

our ſelves have found, and what 
their Children, and Childrens 
Children, will find to be true, as 
to Religious and Civil Prudence. 
In this eſpecially, Days ſhould ſpeak, 


and multitudes of Years teach Knows 
ledge, 


ART 


A 
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ledge. Fob 33. 9. Admoniſh them 
- to remember their Creator in the 
Days of their Youth ; charge them 
to be followers of you, ſo far as 
you have been followers of Chriſt, 
in hopes that among all your Chil- 
dren; or: Grand-Children, there 
may not be'one Son of Perdition, 
nor one Daughter of Belial. Thus 
David ; Come ye Children hearken wito 
me, 1 Bill reach you the fear of the 
Lord. Pal. 34. 11. Thus Solomon 
at large, Prov, 4. 1, 2. Hear ye 
Childrin the Inſtruftion of a Father, and 
attend to know Underſtanding. Thus 
Timotby's Mother and Grand-Mo- 
ther taught him. Tell them of 
the Snares of Satan, of the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin, of the certain 
Diſappomtmenr, if we expect much 
from the World ; tho' it may be 
they will hardly-ne now believe it. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Let the laft part of 'your 
Lives abound in the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs ; and be much im- 
ploy'd in ſerious Devotion. Let 
more Time be ſpent in Prayer and 
Meditation, and tecret Converſe 
with God. In what a Frame doth 
the Pfalmift ſpeak when he was 
Old: Pal. 71. 17, 18. * 0 God, 
thou- baſt taught me from my Youth ; 
and hitherto have 1 declared thy won- 
derous Works, Now alſo when 1 am 
Old and Grey Headed, O God, forſake 
me not ; until Thave ſhewed thy Strength 
unto this Generation, and thy Power to 
every one that is tocome, Though in 
the Mormng we muſt ſow our Sood, 
yet in the Evening, we muſt not 
with-hold our hand, we know not 


DD ——— 
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which -ſhall proſper moſt, Whe- 


ther you may not pleaſe- and, ho- 
nour God in your Old Age, by 
ſuitable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, as 
much as'ever heretofore in your 
Younger Years. 1 have loſt a world 
of time, ſaid the Learned Salmaſius 
on his Death-Bed, if 1 had One Tear 
longer, 1 would ſpend it in reading Da- 
vid's Palms, and. Paul's Epiſtles. 1 
repent of all my Life, ſaid. —_— 
_ on his Death-Bed, but that part 1 
bave ſpent in Communion with On, and 
in doing Good. 

O Pray much for your ſelves; 
and for your Children.,, and. for 
Theirs after them, that none of 
them may be loſt ; that 'none of 
them may diſhonour their Paren- 
tage, blemiſh their Family, break 
the Fetters of their Education, 
and caft off their Fathers Got, 
an 
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and their Mothers God. Methinks 
"tis :a Pleaſant and Comfortable 
Paſſage, Heb. 11. 9. That Abra- 
han dwelt in”Tents with Tſaac and 
Jacob: (That..1s, they all did fo, 
though not in the ſame Houſe ,) 
and were all Heirs of the ſame Pro- 


miſe, ., Father, -Son and Grand-Son ; 


All Heirs of the ſame Promiſe ; 
All Believers; Al within the 
Bond of the Covenant ; All plea- 
fing God, . and accepted of him. 
Tis a fingular Mercy to be able 
to ſay, Lord, Tam thy Servant ; tru* 
ly Iam thy Servant, the Son of thine 


Handmaid, the Son of thy Servant. 


I hope my Father's God, my 
Grand-Father's and Grand-Mo- 
ther's God, is my God, and ſhall 
be the God of mime. 
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* Ard here”'I can' hirdly _ 
ſomething more - ieitar of. the 
Excellent Perſon A tteaſed , :yho 
is now above our Praiſes.” "Her | 
Character and Hiſtory is not"to 

be ſunim'd up in the few Sytlbles 

of a Funeral Ring ; that ſhelivid 

to ſuch an Age, and dy'd at fixch 

a Time. In ht fay of her'with 

ſtrict Juſtlee, ir pon ay own know- 

Tedge, very many Thi 88, Great -|J + 

| and Praiſe-worthy ; 3 but that/it'was 

againſt her Defire ; nor is it He, 
agal hath a. ofeater: Power 'over | 
me, than, that cornies to. "There | 

are 'Multitudes who knew her Ex- | 

ample, who are Mourners for her 
Death, in City and in Conntry, 
beſides Relations ; ; Multitudes,who * | 
by her Charity were: enabled"to 


;praife God: Who will tell one ano- 
ther 
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ther of this, and the other .Par- 
ticular, which I ſhall not name. 
And' if any think that her. diſlike 
of a Funeral Commendation, do 
add to her Characer,  and' really 
greaten it, I cannot help or gain- 
lay that. 

Let me urge this a little further 
upon, Elder Chriſtians, who have 
been for many Years planted in 
the Houſe of the Lord, that they 
would: bring forth Fowt 1h! thetr 
Old Age. Sms, Be not weaty bf 
Well-doing ; God is not weary of 
doing you Good; he hath provi- 
ded for you in Old Age, - that 
your Youth ſhould be renewed 
like the Eagles. (God's Goodneſs 


, to.you :doth not abate but:increale. 


He may ſay to:you-as to old Jjrad, 


2 from- 


| "_ . 
> 
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from the Belly, and carried From the 
Womb ; © even wnto' Old Age, 1 am he, | 
and even to Hoary Hairs will 1 carry 
you. You have had a long Time * | » 
to take deeper Root, and to bring 
forth 'riper and better Fruit than 
Others : and now you are prepa- | 
ring for a Remove ; within a near 
proſpect of it; you know it can't | 
be long ; for Old Age is:the next | 
Condition to the Grave, . Twas , | 
the Honour of Thyatira, that ber | 
Laſt Works were better than her Firſt ; | 
and of Zacharias -and Elizabeth , | 
both; well ftricken in Years, that 
they were both Righteous before 
.God; walking inall the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord 
blameleſs. And of Ama, who, | , 
was of a greatiAge, that ſhe de- 
parted not from: the Temple, but 
F ſerved 
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ſerved God Day and Night.” Like 
2. 36, They hat need look © to 
this, - who can't reaſonably: think. 


to be many - Years” ſhort': of. the 


Everlaſting World; who have no 
other- Buſineſs now to - mind, but 
that they may finiſh thetr: Courſe 
with' Joy'; that they may have 
freſh Supplies of Spiritual Life, 


_ and ſuitable 'aCtings of Grace to 


the very laft 3; -that their: Breaches 

may” be repaired , their Backſli- 
dings healed ; that what is weak 
may be ſtrengthened , and what 
15 decayed _ be recovered , 
EE? 

Thete' is ſuch a Thibg as 2 
Spring'in' Autumn, a latter Spring; 
and though it be-inferiour to the 
firſt, yet the Husbandmar cannot 
ſpare it; andVtis reckon'd: @ fign 
H 3 of 


-- 


wr” Saas Sermon, 


of barren Ground, if 5 these; he 00. 


Attempts to put. forth afreſb to- 
wards the end of :the Year. God 
expeds: the- like from Chriſtians 
in 'their; Old Age ; Eſpecially 


from ſuch, who have made 4 great, 


Appearance, and. Profeffion-of Re- 
ligion m- their; Younger Years. 


'Tis. dreadful for: any ſuch tobe 


Dead , and Cold; 0d Worldly, 
and Selfih, and Earthly-minded. 

Tigugh the Fruljt;:be ſpraewhat 
different:in-Old Age from: he for- 
mer,  yet-that. which is; expeCted, 
is the: Eruit of that Seafon- z:;Such 
as Spirituality,andHeavenly-mind- 
edneſs, Mortif cation to: theWorld, 


fitneſs to. ths br and-willingneF to 


depart, and. diligente: to- clevr |up 
your Evidences for Heaven, that 
pw oY be. on its'Gropnis for 
| tj Eternity: 


of. 


E ay: TRE are FR ht fox 


Ne -Sych"Fruits i in O 
e.. Will any . to the Glory © 
God. that the. Lord ſs Upright, that 
is "Jour "Rock, ; and there, is up "He 
rightey ie in bm, 
4 If” 9 ſhoujd Fa be "Iilny i FO 
It, can eſs expected from 
Ups is Ne Fogel br have 
{een. ſo much: of the Vanity and 
Vexatian- of the. World, of the 
Falſhood and Deceitfiineſs” of 
Mem y of the Divitons in the 
Church, of the Weakneſſes of 
(ood ' Men, and the Wickedileſs 
For gpnd there is ſo little 
Proſped of any Thins better,) 
of it il be juſtly” thought., 
thayld: be willing : and 
lad ber. Jo be- gang. Mr. Dod, in a 
ARES ITY in his Old AgC, 
H 4 - being 
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fa told hs Ply clans, Tk 
i "they had 7 Ho Pie of his Re- 
covery ; . replyed, That the News 
Pleaſed him no better, thair if 
one ſhould 'tell a Weather-beaten 


Mariner.,, who was putting/into | 


the Haven, that he muſt to Sea 
again ,' and conflict With More 
Storms. 

Fourthly, Be Patient under*the 
Infirmities and Weakneſſes of Old 
Age. You have born _the'brunt 
.of the Battle , and heat of the 
. Day ; hold ont a little longer. 

Give Glory to God' by ſubmit- 
"#h ng to his Will. Don't miſtake 
the Decays of Nature' for Declen- 
* ons in Grate; ; and becauſe your 
Natural Strength is abatedy- con- 
| clude therefore that God Has for- 
faken you. . 'But know that your 
SIE Eſteem, 


. 
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en, A - "us ie ps a ” PS my To FS F * : © 
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4 ', ae ke), . c#, $. vt 4 
Hf ner, 
4 wag * pon; 30" 4 ny - ” w_ # ” 
— OE gs 2 hs ; 
thd'Bene - Hein may he 
> 15)'--iore © i= oe 
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F be or 'to ba jp toro 
Therefore eiideavouy 
bear the gs os Infire! 
ties of your”preſent” States” And 
Aged Perfohs ſhould-not 1 rhink 
much of! (Dey, \;Languiſ 
ings, and s, that'ma 
exiVay b a th J y 


em'nearer ow 
| | Pa Homes Be thankful to:God 
| if r they are tolerable; -'you eat 


%* 
*s 
grourn— 5————__ 
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v0.7 
And think. alinl, tigw. Wn, 1n 
_ Uigir younger/ Yoags: have, mare 
Sick _ Weaknels, and Bgr 
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Ae: whom yu Beyer -faw,,., will 
of be known them... What, a 


Meeting will this ho;aminh 
and them-:!:;1;;Tis: true we 


Fa not: the Particulars. of -gur 
blefſed State, in the Berver, Upper 


who hath promiſed: we all be 
= Tis with 
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with hin. gr > = Th _—_ 
the Place, .. State, and Company. 
and-where we hall be, and what. 
we ſhall injoy and dg... We, Jeqye. 
ittohim z_ he is Rees and Kind, 
and Faithful, |. with. your. 
ſelves, ithat _ yatiomj is, naw: 
NEeaer thes, when; at, kit. OR: 
hev'd.,;::We -that..are. Younger 
may. = many. Difficulties, 
Conflicts, -betare. we.; get. thy 
the, World 3, buy Jay; arg, 
Our Reward... As .old. nr 
who, have hen” long.ar, Seryce,; 
expect the, next. Place-of ,Prefer- 
ment ; fo-old Ditgaples; are; 

to the Heavenly Glory : - 
next Place in Heaven it may be 
is for y0u, or you, of att the Heirs 
of Salvation in this Afembly. 
Let your thankful; joyful —_ 

an 


WP! fervent: Diſires to ® with 
Chgift, be part of your 'Teſtimo- 
ny to the Faithfull fs of- God; 
Rs the Truth of his Word ; to 
colds Obfervers, that Religi- 
or is 4 Reality, and that a holy p 
Lift is Beſt" that hath f6 Defira-- 
bland Colnfortable an End. But: 
whether the Younger, or Elder -of 
v&fhall 'be *eaHl'd firſt ,* is only: 
kriown” to Him" who knoweth all 
' May God of his Infinite: 
5 mak us Read Ph and then/ 
| ole, who by 
} Patience are gorie to in- 
"me the Promiſes | ! Ament, 
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